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mond. His own characteristic description of the rupture with the family was that, led by a chival-ric feeling, he "deliberately threw away a large fortune rather than endure a trivial wrong; "l but this statement is worth nothing as evidence. Mr. Allan plainly regarded him as ungrateful, reckless, and untrustworthy; and Poe's conduct toward him, to say the least, had been that of a son who, since he wished his own will, ought to make his own
1 Poe to Mrs. Whitman, October 18,1848.   Ingram, ii. 171.
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\m, are the fundamental ideas out of which he afterward slowly developed and finally perfected his poetic theory; to the canons thus laid down he submitted his own practice the more easily because they were consonant with Ms own genius.
